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INTRODUCTION 
 

Congregation: Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel 
(TLH 62) 
 

1. Oh, come, Oh, come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

2. Oh, come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o'er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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3. Oh, come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
4. Oh, come, Thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heavenly home: 
Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
Text: Latin hymn, c. 12th century, abr.; tr. John M. Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
 
Recitation: PreK- 2nd: 
Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

 
PreK – 2: Away in a Manger 
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Narration: Adia 
Have you ever heard the phrase “A picture is worth a 
thousand words”? Sometimes things that are difficult to 
explain verbally can be better understood when depicted 
visually. Throughout scripture God uses pictures to teach 
us about Immanuel, the promised child who saved us from 
our sin.  

 

1. FROM PROBLEM TO PROMISE 
 

Narration: Preston 
In the first book of the Bible—Genesis, chapter 3—we’re 
told that God created two perfect humans called Adam 
and Eve. They disobeyed God’s command and brought the 
corruption of sin into the world. When God gave the first 
promise of the Savior, he spoke to Satan the tempter, who 
was in the form of a serpent. 
 
Recitation: Titus & Flynn 
I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And be-
tween your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel. (Genesis 3:15). 
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Narration: Lizzie 
The promised Savior would be born from mankind. God 
paints a picture of this offspring of Eve crushing Satan 
and all his power underfoot. The serpent was a picture of 
the evil that came into the world 
 
Lakely 
The serpent is also a picture of Jesus. When the Israelite 
camp was infested with poisonous snakes, God command-
ed Moses to make a snake of bronze and hang it on a pole 
before the people. God promised that all who looked at 
the bronze snake would be spared from death. This is a 
picture of Jesus who would be lifted up on a cross to save 
all people. 
 
Recitation: Remy 
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life. (John 3:14-16). 
 

Children: What Child Is This? (WS 712) 
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2. FROM SACRIFICE TO SUBSTITUTE 
 

Narration: Hunter K. 
God appeared to Abraham and promised that his de-
scendants would number as many as the stars in the sky 
and the sand on the seashore. God also promised that the 
Savior would be born from his family. Then God asked 
Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac. 
 
Recitation: Wyatt 
Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" 
And he said, "Here I am, my son." Then he said, "Look, the 
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offer-
ing?" And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for 
Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." (Genesis 22:7-8). 
 
Narration: Mason 
Isaac did not die that day. As Abraham was about to sacri-
fice his son, God stopped him and provided a ram as a 
substitute for Isaac.  
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Hunter Q 
Both Isaac and the ram are pictures of Jesus. Jesus is the 
perfect sacrifice for us. As God the Father rightfully raises 
his hand to kill each of us for our sins, he stops himself 
and provides his own Son as our substitute to die in our 
place.  
 
Recitation: Reagan 
[Jesus] committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His 
mouth . . . who Himself bore our sins in His own body on 
the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for right-
eousness-- by whose stripes you were healed. (1 Peter 
2:22,24). 
 

Congregation: Silent Night! Holy Night!  
(TLH 96)  
 
1. Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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2. Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia. 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
3. Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1818; tr. unknown 

 
 

3. FROM LAMB TO LOVING SACRIFICE 
 

Narration: Ryker 
The grandson of Abraham was Jacob, to whom God gave 
the name Israel. His descendants became the nation of Is-
rael, and they were enslaved in Egypt for hundreds of 
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years. God used the nation’s exodus from Egypt as yet an-
other illustration that points to our Savior, the Lamb of 
God. On the night before the Israelites were freed from 
slavery, God gave the following instructions to Moses: 
 
Recitation: Jackson 
Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of 
Egypt, saying,  
On the tenth day of this month every man shall take for 
himself a lamb. 
And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the 
two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they 
eat it. 
 
Ellie & Millie & Remy 
The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you 
are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and 
the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike 
the land of Egypt. (Exodus 12:1,3,7,13)   
 
Narration: Grace 
The blood of the slaughtered lamb protected the Israelites 
from the righteous wrath of God. Centuries later John the 



10 

Baptist, who was Jesus’ cousin, pointed to Jesus as the per-
fect sacrifice whose blood would cleanse the world from 
their sins. Recalling the final plague in Egypt and the 
blood of the lamb by which God’s people were saved from 
death, John points to Jesus with these words: 
 

Recitation: K-2 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! (John 1:29) 
 

Children: All My Heart This Night Rejoices  
(TLH 77:1,3,6,7)  

 

4. FROM BRANCH TO BETHLEHEM 
 

Narration: Sophia 
After delivering his people from slavery in Egypt, God led 
the nation of Israel to the land of Canaan. Here, Jesse’s 
son David would one day rule the nation of Israel. The 
prophet Isaiah tells us that the line of David would be the 
stump from which the branch of the promised Savior 
would come forth. 



11 

Recitation: Sawyer P 
There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And 
a Branch shall grow out of his roots. The Spirit of the 
LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and un-
derstanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. His delight is 
in the fear of the LORD (Isaiah 11:1-3). 
 
Narration: Sawyer K & Mari 
The prophet Micah points to the Messiah who would be 
born in Bethlehem, the town of King David.  
 
Recitation: Andy 
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little 
among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come 
forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings 
forth are from of old, From everlasting. (Micah 5:2) 
 
K-8  Christmas Story Part 1 
   
And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be regis-
tered. This census first took place while Quirinius was 
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governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to 
his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage 
of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, 
who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, 
the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she 
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:1-7) 
 

Children: Behold, a Branch Is Growing  
(TLH 645:1-3,5) 

 

5. FROM MAJESTY TO MANGER 
 

Narration: Wyatt 
When the time came for the Savior to come to earth, he 
was born and placed in a manger. Isaiah clearly shows us 
this is no ordinary baby. He came from heaven and be-
came human, born of a virgin. He is God with us: Imman-
uel. 
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Recitation: Mason 
For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And 
the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name 
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6). 
 
3-8: Christmas Story Part 2  
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out 
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were great-
ly afraid. Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
will be to all people.  For there is born to you this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped 
in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying: "Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" (Luke 2:8-14) 
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6-8: Christmas Story Part 3 
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into 
heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to 
pass, which the Lord has made known to us." And they 
came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe 
lying in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they 
made widely known the saying which was told them con-
cerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at 
those things which were told them by the shepherds. But 
Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and prais-
ing God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as 
it was told them. (Luke 2:15-20) 
 

Children: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (WS 715)  
 

Congregation is invited to join on verse 4 
4. Can I, will I forget how love was born, and burned 
its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned, 
to die, to live, and not alone for me, 
to die, to live, and not alone for me?  
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 © 1987 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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6. FROM JONAH TO ETERNAL JOY 
 

Narration: Isabella 
The birth of the Savior would be meaningless had he not 
completed the work he came to accomplish. Jesus himself 
pointed to his own death and resurrection when he talked 
with the Pharisees and the teachers of the law about the 
sign of Jonah. 
 
Recitation: Andy 
For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40). 
 
Narration: Preston 
The final illustration of Immanuel points to his death and 
victory over the grave. Jesus completed the work of salva-
tion when he rose from the dead. He crushed the power of 
Satan and proclaimed victory over death. Through His 
resurrection we too will live eternally in heaven. 
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Recitation: Ryker 
But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by 
man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:20-22) 
 
Narration: Adia 
God’s pictures point us to his Son, Jesus—the King of 
kings who came from heaven and was born in a manger. 
He became one of us. He lived perfectly in our place. He 
suffered the punishment of our sin. He rose again from 
the dead. Because of all this, we are have victory over sin 
and death and promised eternal joy in heaven, where we 
will join to sing the praises of the King of kings forever. 
 

Children: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice (TLH 92) 
 

OFFERING, PRAYER, AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P  . . . in whose name we join to prayer: 
  

all Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 
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is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glo-
ry forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 
shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up 
His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen 
 

Congregation: “Joy to the World” (TLH 87) 
 
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing. 
 
2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy. 
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3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. 
 
4. He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love.  
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Thank you for joining us today. 

We hope you are able to return and celebrate our 
Savior’s birth tomorrow morning at 10am. 

Thank you to all the children and their parents who 
worked so hard to make tonight possible. 

We pray the joy of our Savior’s birth may live in your 
hearts.  

THANK YOU 
 

Pastor: Matthew Ude 
Pianist: Lila Brown 

Teachers: Jessica Krueger 
Rebecca Lillo 
Karen Swyter 
Alison Brown 

 
Program Adapted from: 
Illustrations of Immanuel 
A Children’s Christmas Service 
by Kathleen Schroeder 
© 2022 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, WI. 
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